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Pride & Peace of Mind: Mary Ellen’s Story 

On a sunny afternoon, Mary Ellen Sigbieny can be found outside with her flowers and her dog—her 
favorite spot on nice days. A proud homeowner, she has always worked hard to maintain her 
house, even spending summers climbing ladders to paint. When her roof began leaking, she 
poured her savings into replacing it. But when the siding needed attention, there was nothing left. 
She assumed she’d just keep painting one side at a time. That is, until a fall from the ladder 
convinced her daughter to say, “no more.” 

A friend referred Mary Ellen to the HomeOwnershipCenter, where she applied for assistance 
through the Targeted Home Improvement Program. With support from HOC, the process went 
smoothly, and soon her home had all new siding, trim, and window wrapping—along with an 
electrical safety issue resolved. 

Today, Mary Ellen says she feels relieved. “I don’t have to worry anymore about rotten wood or 
peeling paint. The siding is beautiful, and it matches my porch and foundation perfectly. And the 
best part—it’s nearly maintenance free!” 
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She encourages other homeowners to apply, too. “It’s worth it. I can’t say enough good things 
about the team at HOC.” 

Mary Ellen is also quick to point out she’s not the only one who benefits. On her block, several 
older women look out for one another, checking in daily. While she was sharing her story, her 
neighbor Carol came out to sit on her porch, and another friend stopped by to check in. Mary Ellen 
is already encouraging Carol to apply for assistance, too.  

For Mary Ellen, the repairs brought more than just peace of mind—they made it possible to 
continue caring for the home she loves, surrounded by neighbors who feel like family. 

The HomeOwnershipCenter – chartered in 1979 by NeighborWorks America; promotes 
housing and community development through programs such as Homebuyer Education and 
Financial Coaching, housing rehabilitation, and foreclosure prevention and intervention. 
Take the first step toward your housing goals today—contact the HOC team to learn how we 
can help! Visit unhs.org or call 315-724-4197. 
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 Khaing Family’s Story A Safer Home, A Brighter Future 
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